SOME DATES IN CONNECTION WITH
CEMETERIES IN AND NEAR ROCKTON,

1. Some information can here be offered sbout two cemeteries of the
Rockton area, for which I am indebted to Mrs. Eva Baumel, .Rockton
Correspondent'for The Beloit Daily News. :

2, Winnebago County was organized at a meeting July 15, 1836.

3. The First Congregational Church of Pekatonika,( later called Rpckton),

was organized March 23, 1838, at the home of William Talcott, who
was the-Founder of Rockton. '

4., As was the case in Wisconsin history, the movements of pioneer settlexm
coming from the east to take up land, were often in advance of this

legal, organized settlement. As soon asg the close of the Black Hawk War
made it safer, settlers were at hand.(1832),

Stephen Mack, whose tombstone records that he was in the Rock River
Valley country by 1822,( the other one whom we know being Joseph
Thibatlt on his Beloit site), took up the land- of his farm at Macktown

in 1835, In 1839, he built the house on it which is still standing and
about to be restored.

5. Mack's Indian wife, Hononegah, died in July, 1847, She was buried in
a cemetery on Mack's farm at the time. Mack himself died in April 1850
and was buried beside her. But., with the passing of time, the land was
needed for farming. According to the Mack stones, still readable, their

rem?%gs were moved by friends to the Phillips Cemetery, near Harrison,
in 0. ‘

64 A boulder now marks the spot at Macktown where they were first burjed.

1. Mrs, Baumel relates that Jesse Kocher, a trustee on the Rockton Ceme-
. tery Board, says the Rockton Cemetery was purchased from Wait Talcott
in 1857, at a cost of $800, the conveyance cost being $45.,95. This is
the resting-place of Brigadier-general Elon Farnsworth,

8. In the spring of 1857, the little Phillips Cemetery near Harrison was
bought for $15, and the deed signed June 10,1865,

63
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l The Peck Lot.

i Sw=-21,3 .

5 " Grinnell, : o
This lot is the resting place of Mr, William H, Grinnell and
his wife, Myra C. Clark Grinnell. ’ ¥ i
Mr. Grinnell was born at Sherman, Chautauqua Co., N.Y. Qet.31,1841,
He died Febr.5,1925 , in Beloit, aged 83 years. i
Mr. Grinnell was one of the founders of the Beloit Iron Works., ;
In 1872, he married Misa Myra Clark of Beloit and they lived.:.
in a handsome résidence on Bluff St. She died in 1903, SHalh
In 1905, Mr. Grinnell married Mrs, Emma C, Ewipg. - .
%ﬁg. %yza C. Grinnell, 1843-< 1903, rests with her husband on
8 lot. ,
The second Mrs. Grinnell, who came from the Peck family,
was buried on the Peok\}ot._(}Shown at the right).

.

b

5

‘The second Mrs. Grinnell et the time of death bequeathed R Y
$100,000 to the peeple of,Beloit for a patriotic hall to be ~ s ¥
known as the William H. G¥inhell Memorial Hall. This structure =
now stands on what was forterly the Lee property on Bluff Streeti:
Mrs. Emma E. Grinnell died in 1936, ; : R |
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PROFESSOR CHAMBERLIN AS

FROM BELOIT COLLEGE IN 866

WAS ,A PROFESENR

|
)

UNTVERSITY QF CHICAGO

A GQ

LLEGE STUDENT GRADUATED
FROM 1873 TO 1882 HE
AS, OF GEOLOGY THERE HE THEN JOINED THE

U S’ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY WAS AT COLUMBIA WAS PRESIDENT

OoF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN AND DEPT HEAD AT THE

PKOFESSOR: CHAMBERLIN 'LIKE HIS GREAT CONTEMPORARY
RALPH WALDO EMERSON WAS A LIFE¥LLONG FIRST HAND
OBSERVER OF NATURE; AND HIS GEQLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE
OF THIS REGION WHILE IT MAY BE SUPPLEMENTED HAS

ALWAYS' REMAINED AUTHORITATIVE

yaif

1868- 1910

Professor Wricht's stone bears a beautiful
Greek fret with the Greek cross, containing the -
: , 's¥mhol for CHR, the first letters of the
name of Christ, with Alpha and Omega.

Mrs. Wright's stone contains the same cross.and

,gymbol, with a beautiful fret us :

‘other Greek flora. .

Thomas Chruwder_Chamberl
1843f 1928. B

?
)
£
-
' WRIGHT,
Theodore Lyman Wright.-
1858--1926,
L\ Jean .V, Ingham.
o - Wife of Theodore L

g FRE
i

yman Wright.

ing the grape and

Teacher, traveler, poct, dramatist, Greek
scholar, and art authority awas Prof. Theo-
| dore Lyman Wright in whose honor the art
hall on the college campus was named. He
produced and directed Greek plays awhich
for many years made Beloit famous
in drama.




EMERSON;.

Joseph Emerson.
Born at Norfolk, Ct.

Eggf.‘of.Greek in Beloit College¢

1848--1900,  ~
Died Beloit, Wis.
Aug. 4, 1900.

3

Mary Cordelia North.
Wife 'of Joseph Emerson.
Born New Britain, Ct.

. - July 1, 1825,
Died Beloit,Wis. Nov.13,1879.

R, Y

Frances Helen Brace.

+. Wife -of Joseph Emerson..

Born Rochester,N.Y.

Sept. 1131833.7 +

Died Aug.13, 1920.
Markirs on: RhIa¥iot %o

Josephu%geron,awY

PROFESSOR JOSEPH EMERSON

[“Zcus” to many generations of carly Beloit,
College students, Prof. Joseph Emerson was)
"fone of the great teachers and inspirations of|
[the new college founded in the west. He|
\was born in 1821, graduated in 1841 from
Yale where he had as classmate Jackson J.
iEus/mell, and came to Beloit in 1848 to find
‘Bus/mrll already here a year. He was a
'\classicist and Greek scholar; but more im-
1‘_lmrian1, teacher and inspirer. He died in
1900. Miss Clara Emerson is his daighter
\i and C. A. Emerson his son.

Madame Helen Brace Emerson, wife of

Prof. Joseph Emerson, was a leader in es-

tablishing an art hall on the campus and

avas curator of the first exhibits for about
30 years.
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. Hononegah died, Mack married Mrs. Isabella Daniels, Febr.1848, but

e ‘BMHIINH!IEI"'}
Aaron Lucius Chapin.

Hartford,Feb.6, 1817,
Beloit July 22 1892,

First President of Beloit College.

( Ten headstones accompany on
- this lot). ;

Born Feb.'799, Died Apr. 1850, - WS Ty
Mr. Mack came to this country in 1822 and was the first whlte
inhabitant of this county and of the Rock River Valley. ‘
This  tablet was erected by J.R. Jewett Wm. Halley, and S.M. Church,1880.

Mr51 H. Mack w1fe of Stephen “Mack. : Note. This is about °
Died Sth 847. aged --- all that can now be read

on ‘these old stones.
1ooks Like “¥re-ie %

Henry c% son 6f S.& H. Mack.
Died ?.49- 1849,
aged 9‘ ;

County records in Illinois show that Mack procured a llcense to harry
Hononegah,June 5, 1838, but the marriage did not take place until
Sept. 14 1840, The house still standing at Macktown was their home

where his wife 8 péople visited her sometimes. They were both much re-
spected and tried to do good for Indians and whites alike, and it is said
taught what Indian children would come to the house for school. After j?

ot 'y
ST

this was only a passing thing compared to the great romance of his first
marriage and of short duration, as Mack died in 1850.




Stephen Mack.
Stephen Mack, an outstanding pioneer figure of "'
this region, together with his Indian wife and:one
child, is now buried in Phillips Cemetery, a small
burying ground near Harrison, &innebago-%o., Illinois.
The above picture shows these 0ld stones and their °
| fading inscriptions. Following are some data about .
him: Mack was born in Poultney, Vt., Febr. 1799. He..
. attended Dartmouth College, but left before gradua=+
‘tion. Soon after the close of the War of 1812,hsrcame:
west with his father's family to Detroit, where the: '
father had some government work. After a time, he came
farther west to Green Bay,Wisc. From there, young Mack
decided to go looking for fur-trading opportinities on
his own:alone, he set out on a pony. He reached the °
present site of Janesville and came down to Turtle °
village on the present site of -Beloit. There, asking
the way to Bird's Grove in Illinois, he took the wrong
trail and, instead, reached the Pottawatomies at . ;-
Grand Detour, - a mistake which seems to havecchanged
the whole course of his life. Mack set up a pony trade
with Fort Dearborn, and, in incurring the wrath of -
some of the Indians, was saved by his Indian protect-
ress, Hononegah, in his hideout on an island in Rock
River. She was a daughter of a Pottawatomie chief. .
Mack married he in Indian rites which were renewed
by white man's law, Sept. 14,1840, In 1839, he built.
the house at Macktown on his farm. Their family con-
sisted of 11 children:Rose, Mary, William, Louisa;
Thomas H., Edward, Henry C., Matilda, and Caroline.
Two died in infancy. _ P
Mack planned to have a town rivalling or surpassing.
Milwaukee.Hononegah died in 1847, Mack, April 10, /ity
1850, His will drawn up in meticulous white fashion,i
provided for her. :

~ They were originally buried northwest of the present
Macktown clubhouse, when it was Mack's farm. But when
later used for pasture, in 1880, friénds moved the -
graves to Phillips Cemetery. A boulder was placed in
the place where they were first biried to mark the
spot.( Sat. Nov, 6,1848)., The plan to place a granite
monument on the present burial site in Phillips Ceme-
tery has not yet been carried out.The stones placed"
there in 1880 by friends look as if they were at leas-
being carefully watched and kept clean. ‘ :

| “That house isn’t going to falll

’.3.1

iver

| . |
:THE Winnebago county forest
preservecommissioners agreed
Tuesday that the new caretaker’s
home in Macktown forest preserve
should be erected north and west
of the old Stephen Mack resi«
dence. : .
T'he commissioners decided to
have the house face the river rath-
er than the golf course as the for-
estry and improvement committee
had first recommended. The com-
missioners ‘then ' authorized the'
forestry committee to ask for new
bids on the house. ; ~
.~ The present Mack home, built |
in 1839, has until recently served
as the caretaker’s residence. Clar-
ence A. Pierce criticized the rest
of the board of commissioners for
wanting a new building and sug-
gested 'that the old Mack’ home
could be repaired and made liv- |
able for many years at a4 cost no
to exceed $5,000. ' ¢

ktown Caretaker
Il Face the R

ac
i
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Home W,

down for a long time,” Pierce said
“The beams in it will last longer
than the beams in most new
houses being built today.” )
Pierce also commented, “We're
building ! something - (the - new
home) that will last a long time
and the wishes of the entire board
should be considered.” Yoty
Protests from every part of the
county, and especially from chkp
ton, followed the board’s original
proposal to tear down the Mack
house and build a new caretaker’s
home on the 6ld foundation.”™ Thi
board then agreed to pick a new
'site for the home and to keep in-
Ifact the Mack house.. - ..

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 1950
Have Plans for -
New Macktown .
Preserve Home

» Shadr ¥ 4 N
(. Plans’ for’ a new home‘for the
caretaker ‘at  Macktown' preserve
near Rockton will be available to
contractors at 2 /p.m. Monday<“8t
the courthouse in Rockford.:

The olans for 'a ' five-roomy
ranch type home ‘were prepare
at the request of the Winnebago|
county board of forest preserve
commissioners. * Granville. H. Co-
burn, county,forester, announced
that bids will bé opened June 6,
and ‘'may be submitted with rec-
ommendation to the board meet-
ing June 12 or 13. (' ‘.

* The proposed , one-story house
will be of frame construction with,
semi-log siding, and wﬂ})_pe'lo-
‘cated ' adjacent’ to''the  present
Tqme-’ ‘which Steph sbui
N 1889, 0 R el

/" The county will pregerve Mack’s,
old home because of nubli i
‘ment, Lawrenge Mafzop
preserve chrey




MERRILL,

The great grandfather of the subject of this memorandum was —
Pardon Haynes Merrill, also buried in Oakwood Cemetery.

SERENO TAYLOR MERRILL, JANE GREY BLODGETT,
; . His Wife.,
Sept. 24, 1816. May 26, 1824,
Det. 22,- 1905, Nov.17, 1906,

S.T. Merrill came to Beloit in 1846,

In connection with the founding of Beloit College, by the year 1847,
thérerwas-a co-educational Beloit Seminary, of which in 1846, Rev. Merrill
was Principal. Thus, he was &hpiSheer of Coliegd: teachers, continuing
in this work until Mey, 1848, Enhd-so-he-bechime teacher of the first Fresh-
man class of Beloit College,1848. '

Mr, Merrill also acted as Superintendent of Beloit schools.
He also served for thirty years as a Trustee of Beloit College.

The Beloit Savings Bank was organized on March 26,1881, through the work

of Sereno T. Merrill and John A, Holmes, the first elected President, the
latter Secretary-tressurer. It was the first of its kind in Wisconsin,

a matual savings bank on an eastern and European plan. This John Anderson
Holmes was a brother of Thomsas Holmes, Turtleville, Shopiere, and County

ploneer. Mr. Merrill also served in the state legislature and as a County
supervisor. A bronze plaque in the Merrill School states that Mr. Merrill
was the founder of the school savings plan in America, in connection with
his work for the Savings Bank.

In heavy industry, Mr. Merrill became involved in paper making,by about
1856. By 1858, he had a paper making industry. By this year, also, Mr.
Merrill was a partner in the Merrill & Houston Iron Works. He became its
President and was head of the Rock River Paper Company many years.

Mr, Merrill was one of the founders of the Eclipse Windmill Company, which
was a fore-runner of the Fairbanks industry as it is today.

Mr. Merrill's great grandfather,mentioned at the beginning of this sketch,
was the inventor of the "™ goose-neck™ hoe. In Hinsdale, New Hampshire, his
91ld shop may still be seen.

Professor JLouis Taylor Merrill, his grandson,is a professor of History
in Beloit College and a Beloit property owner.
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. Thomas Catholic’church'provides.
this year:for the centénnial of the.

The exterior of the first church constructed in 1853 by the parish of S
a decided contrast to the present church, built in/1885; and’ redecorate

oldest Catholic vishin the cor ity In the picture above, ‘a Bel t-Daily News photo by Behling, can
| be ‘Seeit ‘new.-Appalachian te oak:altar-with its ornate canopy: hg 'Getmaﬂ§¢arved crucifix,
|"At the'left is' a copy of anold’ grap“maderof the ‘architect’s drfiwing of the first storie-church-erect -

" ed by the parish in 1853,;The urned in 1884, and 'the,'p!“t'?. gt church.was erected on the same {

- (& : ‘i""’._""l i

A R )
b ospi ey

St. Thomas Observes

I 4300 ) ‘ﬁ i he R g Yy ‘.L}“,Y}‘ foo ¥ ey
ts Centennial Year.

(Editor’s note: This is the first in a series.of two articles on "thes
history ‘of :St. Thomas Catholic parish and chutch, This ‘article!
details the beginnings of Beloit’s first Catholic parish and early
‘history of the church.’ The second installment, which will appear!
on, the editorial page: of the Beloit Daily News. on Monday will tell|
of the 'Rev. M. J. Ward’s work in‘rebuilding the.church, which
burned in 1884, and later accomplishments, of the church and its|
priests.). : L : ) T ; i

)




. By Minnie Mills Enking' .’ b il
ITH special prayers, a parish retreat, and frequent reception of
holy communion, parishioners of the Catholic church of St. Thomas
the Apostle are commemorating its centennial this year under the guid;
ance of the Rev. T. A. O'Reilly, who has served Beloit’s oldest, Cath-
olic parish for niore than 20 years, and his assistants, the Rev. Johﬁ
W. Collins and the Rev. Roman A. Wiedholz. The comrfnemoration wai
begun in May, 1952 and will end May 10, this year with specia,
services.” g T i - : T o §

The church which this year is
celebrating 100 years of existence,
is a far ‘more elaborate building,
with a vastly increased member-
ship as compared to the Catholic
community-of -five families which
in 1841 petitioned the bishop of Mil-

celebrate mass and to serve their
spiritual ' needs.
lics had banded together just five
year$ after the’settling of Beloit.

To solve the problem presented
to him, the bishop established Be-
loit as a mission of the Janesville
parish. A Delavan parish had also
been established by that time. 'It
is thought by some, that the Rev.
Martin Kundig, who established
in that same period so many
churches and schools in the Mil-
waukee-Madison area, may have
visited this small, congregation. '
Met in Private Home"

As was’ the custom in mission
parishes; the assigned priest would
|visit the congregation and cele-
brate mass ‘at regular intervals,
thought by many to be about once
a month. The meetings were held
at the home of Capt. and Mrs. T. A.

Power. ' L :

waukee diocese for a priest tof-

The few Catho-|;

s ok ) ; !
door in order to assist in the sac|
rifice of the mass.. At this point|
the congregation moved into Pow:
er’s barn, located near the preseni
Milwaukee "'railroad - grain eleva!
tor' on ‘St. Paul ave., which.was
then called Race st. = '~ = "
Remodeled For Church
Capt. Power deeded the building
to the congregation and it was re:
modeled ' into ‘a church, with ‘&
small altar and benches. . Little 'is
recorded of other events in the
Catholic community until the early
1850s. It is believed that officia.
records concerning the infant St
Thomas’ p arish, its marriages,
baptisms . and ‘funerals, were kepi
at St. Patrick’s parish in Janes:
ville, whose priest was serving the
Beloit mission. It is thought that
the early priests took ‘any such
records with them when, they 1ef07
Janesville, ™ i s S g
.Capt. Power, who was at one
time chairman of the village board,
died 'in 1851, "After his death, his
. Turn to ST. THOMAS, . ', |
v S RePRRat 2 T L J

‘Some 8tories, told from memory,
indicate ' that masses ‘ also - were
offered by missionary priests  at
the home of William Butler, who
kept a boarding house. The But-
ler ‘House, as it was.called, was
located on the north side of Shir-
land ave., opposite the old Galena
and - Chicago :Union depot, which
still stands as part of the Hobbs
Fuel Co.’

It is recorded that Father Ker-
nan administered the sacraments
of the church to the parishioners
in the Power home jn 1846. The
record is mentioned in the ‘‘Cath-|
olic History of Wisconsin’’, which
was copyrighted in 1896 and pub-
lished in'1895-1898 in Milwaukee.
Others recall hearing that services
were also held in this early period
in Hanchett's hall. S

As the congregation grew, the
Power’s home became inadequate,
since many of ‘the faithful had ‘to
kneel on the ground outside the
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'Hero"s More About

St. Thomas

" (Continued from page 1) '
‘wife, Lucy, 'deeted two lots near
her home for. 'construction of a
hurch, Some claim that the cor-
5erstone was laid and the struc-

ure dedicated in~1851, and’ that
ullding was ‘constructed under
he direc

tion - of ‘the Rev, John

bathollc History"
point Father Norris
idn't arrive in Beloit until Aug-
st, 1853, and that he stayed here
til Februrary, 1859,
[ This statementiis substantiated
by the church baptismal register,
which' indicates  that Father N orris

. Norris,
' - However, the
Ipoints 'out' that

!
ot

signed hig first record hgre Sept.
13, 1854, and the ‘last record on
f“;?;‘ t:lls,,,—ms:&ld ‘The - verified in-

ation 'w m to prove
that the first o h EI £t.
Thomas’ congreg was built in
late '53, or e “‘Catho-

lic Histéry” concludes’ that the
church was bullt in 1854, under
Father Norris, ' ; |
Dates on the corherstone of the
church state that it was erected in
1851, destroyed-by fire in 1884 and |
rebuilt ih 1885, Discrepancies may
be explained by confusion over the
organizing of the parish, and the
building of the: first stone’ church,
which quite likely occurred in difs
ferent years, and either ‘or-both
events could have been commonly
freferred to as the ‘‘establishing”
{of the church, - . 7
‘ow Pastor~Appolnted
'The Rev. Michael McFaul was
‘Yappointed pastor of the congrega-
4tion in May, 1853, by Bishop Henni.
e-served fhe congregation for at
least a year, according to-the bap-|
ismal register which : he signed
or the last time in May, 1854.  Dur-|
ing that same period; Father Kun-|
‘dig served the parish for a few
onths in the summer of 1854.
Later that year, Father Norris was
:assigned to the Beloit parish,
where he stayed until 1859, Father
undig again returned to the par-

In 1858, the same set of records
indicate Mrs. Power obtained own-
ership of the adjoining lot 13 in
block 71, and a penciled note on
the document seems to assign the
lot to the bishop for the building
of a house for the parish, . .
Obtained Power Property
Original records dated Dec. J,
1861, indicate that the preceding
month, Mrs, Power actually deed-
ed lot ‘13 for the building of a
house and necessary buildings for
sisters (spelled vesters) or broth-|
ers when ‘“‘the church shall deem
proper and, able to, do so; but
said lot not to be held by said
church or used for any other. pur-
pose than for the.benefit of said
church,”’ it
- The same deed notes that Bishop
Henni deeded the .property to
‘“Margaret Looly, called Sister
Mary Agnes, Superioress of Sisters
of Mercy, Belojt”. Record of this
action was made. Dec. 16, 1861. All!
three lots in question apparently
reverted back ‘and forth between
the church, the bishop and several|
private parties, before the matter'
was finally settléd several years
later, | R :
Michael Fitzgerald, (grandfather
of Dr. William Eitzgerald and sons,
William, ‘(fathey of the doctor) Ed-
ard and Thomas, who were ma-
sons, and Patri¢k and Bernard Cun-
ningham, carpgnters, are credited
with doing mueh of the work on.
the stone building. A large base-
ment, intended for a school, was
included in thé structure, the en-
trance of which had several steps
leading up to an uncovered plat-
form. | .
One writer states  that: the
church was’ not. dedicated’ until
1856. This sgme writer points out
that ' Father Norris made his
home, during'the 'bullding of the
rectory, with the Edward Miir-
rays. Mrs. Poweér, an aunt of Mrs.
Murray, also made her home with
the Murrays, following the 'death
of Capt. Power.
The Rev. George B. Riordan
succeeded Father Norris, in Feb-
ruary, 1859, and was replaced that

ish for the first two months in 1856
\Facts contained in'records filed
in the chancery offi¢e of the Mil-
'waukee  archdiocese ‘and now in
the Madison diocesan office, indi-
cate that Lucy Power deeded the
lahd on which the present church
stands, to Bishop John ' Martin
Henni. The exchange was recorded
in the register’s office of Rock
county on March 21, 1854 at 8 a. m,

e registered information states
that the “indenture wag made and|
jentered into ‘March ' §,” 1854 be-|
tween Lucy A. Power, and Bishop |
Henni of Milwaukee.” “Lots 11 and
12 of block 71 on School st.,” pres- |
ent /site of the church in East
Grand ave., were ‘‘deeded to the
Catholic society of Beloit 18 a
church,” with the reservation that
Mrs. Power have the right -to be
buried along with the remains of
her deceased husband in.a tamily
vault to: be’ eregted within the
church: edifice.” Signed ,witnesses
to the exchange were Mrs, Power,

-of-the-Peace.. 04
zler and the Rev. Michael McFaul,

same fall by the Rev. T: A. Smith,
iwho stayed in Beloit until 1862.
~ The Rev. M. Downey took over

by
||nearly 20 years ago, the young

|the parish-for about.a‘ fn&nth be-

fore the arrival of Father Smith.
The Rev. H. J. Roche, credited
with being a wonderful instructor
of children, took over the parish
during the absence of Father
Smith, who obtained a leave of
absence in 1860 to collect funds
for the church, 't )

"Father Smith is recalled by
many as being a strong supporter
of Lincoln, and a patriotic gentle-
man. His first act, it is said, was
to erect a flagpole and ““float the
Stars and Stripes” from the rec-

tory. '

Peter Smith, inspired by his
brother, Father Smith, and with
a background of some military

training, recruited a company of
young. men when Lincoln called
for volunteers. The recruiting was
not difficult - because the volun-
teers were all Irish or of Irish de-
ﬂcentfandth willing to “give their
ives for the ‘cause

‘According to a M%ftﬂf'r;emfen

‘theilate.Miss Catherine Burns
ladies ‘of the parish also' lent a

hand in support of the Civil war
volunteers, and in a short time

/|collected funds to present the men

with American and Irish flags.
The Irish flag was of green silk,

‘with a golden harp and shamrocks

and the words “Erin Go Bragh”
embroidered i gold letters,

" "It was a -proud day for St.
Thomas parish,” she wrote, “‘when
her young men marched up School
st. to attend mass and to receive
holy' communion before going to
Madison to join the 17th Wisconsin
volunteers. The green flag, which
was carried by Thomas Fitzgerald,
was. brough back at the close of
the war and was destroyed by fire
when 8t. Thomas church burned
in 1884." Sl " e
“The first, Catholic. school was
established in the basement of the
stone church during the Rev.
Richard Harmon'’s time, 1862-1866.
With willing helpers in the patish,
he succeeded in clearing the
grounid on the west side of the
church, and a building was moved
from *‘the college bluff’”’ to be used
as a rectory. Fathéer Harmon’s
previous hotne, not identified, was
used as a convent. ;

School Organized

While waiting for the teaching
sisters: to arrive, Father Harmon
employed a Mrs. Carton and Mrs.
Eliza Lyons (Mother: of the late
Miss Mary Lyons.and Mrs. James
Mullen) to organize the school.
The bishop then sent threé sisters
from. - Milwaukee, according to
Miss Burns’ account of events.
The enrollment was large and the
children hard to manage, and the
school was discontinued in- a few
years, much to the disappointment
of the pastor, she wrote,

The sisters in question may have
been the Mercy sisters referred
to in the 1861 record of the deeding
of property by Mrs. Power to the
church, and thence to Sister Mar
Agnes of the Mercy order. 4

The Rev. Rischard Sullivan,
known® as “an apostle of temper-
ance”, - and _ fore-runner ' of ' the

v Jdeadep-Baeloit
has ever known, organized a tem-
perance soclety in the parish,
which he served from 1866 to 1883,

Also eager for a ‘school, Father
Sulllvan soon sent:a request for
teachers : to 'Mother - M.  ‘Agnes|
HaZotte, the first. superior general|
of the Sisters of the Congregation|
of St. Agnes, the same ‘order which |
‘has teachers in the Brother Dutton |
and new . St. Thomas'/ Catholic
schools here. ks AN

'The order accepted the mission,
and appointed four sisters to take
charge of the school: connected
with the parish in 1873, ‘according
to records at the mother house in
Fond -du Lac.'The young sisters:
'sent here were Sister M, Bonaven-!
|ture Shinners, superior, Sister M.
Bernard Muri)hy, Sister ‘M. Eu-
phernia ' Fenelon, and Sister M.
Cornelia Fitzgibbons. The latteri
three taught ‘about three grades|
each in the school, which had an|
enrollment of about 100. pupils.;
They lived'in a cozy, frame build-
ing near the church, \ ERATI

Parish Mostly Irish g

Convent records state that ‘‘the
parishioners were chiefly pioneers:
who had émigrated from Ireland.
They were -both - God-fearing -and!
God-loving, ‘and had the greatest
respect for priests and: sisters,|
The cildren were “docile, humour-
ous and promising.”” - ' : st
-Sister M. Bonaventure remained;
in Beloit for two years, and was!
succeeded by- Sister M. Petra Mur-|
phy. Convent records do not lndi-g
cate why or when the mission was:
given up, but some of the senior
sisters think it was in 1876. .- !

Sisters of Mercy took over the
school for about two years after
the withdrawal of the Agnesians,
however there seemed to be some
dissatisfaction in the congregation,'
énd the school was closed perma-
nently in about 1878, # )

Father Sullivan continued. to la-
bor among his peéople until 1883,
when he was replaced by Father
Ward. On his deathbed a year
later,” Father Sullivan asked that\
he be buried in Calvary cemetery,
where the children he baptized ‘nnd‘
loved could visit his grave and
pray for him. The Ancient Order]
of Hiberians erected a monument




